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Slatkin finds his voice

Silent during strike,
maestro plans future

By MARK STRYKER
FREE PRESS MUSIC WRITER

Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra music director Leonard
Slatkin said little during the
six-month musicians strike
that threatened to destroy the
institution that he's led to new
artistic heights in his brief ten-

ure,

Slatkin opted for the usual
conductor stance of neutrality
in labor disputes. Silence is not
the loquacious Slatkin's de-
fault mode, so in the wake of
the tentative settlement
reached Sunday, he has began
to open up.

e musicians return to
work for rehearsal on Thurs-
day, with a formal ratification
vote expected to finish on Fri-
day. Slatkin is slated to lead
the orchestra in free
patron appreciation
concerts on Saturday
and Sunday at Or-
chestra Hall, assum-
ing the contract is
ratified. Here's some
of what he had to say
earlier this week and
in an e-mail:

1 Reason for silence:
“It was uncharacter-
istie, but I'm very sat-
isfied with my lack of
a role. There's no
question that I had to
do what [ did to retain
eredibility with both
sides.”
: “I'm cer-

# Coming
tanﬂypleasedthntaﬂerall this

time we're finally getting back
onstage. We need to heal the

Free Patron
Appreciation Concerts
8p.m. Sat, 3 p.m, Sun,
Orchestra Hall,
Max M. Fisher Music g
Center strike was that
mwarmit
atc 1
Sunday seats remain
Donors, subscribers or
ticket-buyers can call
313-576-5111 or dso.org
to request a voucher, If
seats aren't available,
patrons will receive
vouchers for concerts
next week.

KIMBERLY P, MITCHELL/Detroit Froe Press

Leonard Slatkin says he views the
contract as a new beginning.

rifts. It's going to be a long
road; there's no question
about it. The relationship be-
tween the orchestra and board
has to coalesce.”

1 Moving forward: “My job is
really just beginning. I can sit

down and formulate

Detroit Symphony the new directions
Orchestra

where we might be
going.”

#Lessons learned:
“One of the lessons
learned during the

reaching out to the
communities is vital.
I advocated this
when I arrived three
years ago and noth-
ing pleases me more
than to see the or-
chestra take the ini-
tiative in this area.
Whatever shape a
‘new DSO’ takes, there is no
question that we will be a
strong presence in many areas
outside of Orchestra Hall.
“We will never abandon our

home base, but in order to at-
tract people to the downtown
venue, we must go to-them
first. There will be evidence of
this during the next eight
weeks and this will grow as
next season moves forward.”

0 Perspective: “I don't look at
this as a three-year contract. I
look at it as the beginning of a
1qng:ran_geplanandnnewbe~

ginning.

I Recruiting talent: “I think
our pool of musicians and be-
ing able to attract them will be
the same, but I do think we'll
have to do more to recruit. We
have to reassure musicians
from across the country, and
the world, that Detroit re-
mains a vital place to make
music. We have to actively ask
people in the orchestra to be
involved, and instead of wait-
ing for people to call us to come
to auditions, we can call them
and let them know that things
are stabilizing. If we do more
of that, we'll attract quite a
high caliber of musicians.”
10n the Web: “Another area
that will see a fundamental
change is that of media. There
will be more flexibility in how
we disseminate our perfor-
mances, Several other orches-
tras have been doing this, but
it will be new for Detroit. It will
beparncularlywelcomeasfar
as Internet streaming goes.

I Staying put: “People asked
me all the time if I would leave,
butImverconnideredbofting.
I was going to stay by the or-
hestra.

for our community that makes

sense.”
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